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PUIIP0S7.  0^  STUDY 

This  st^idy  was  ■uiidertal^en  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  amo-ont , 
kind,  and  form  of  the  articles  relatinf^  to  agrici^lture,  home  economics,  and 
4-H  cluh  ^ork  appearing  in  representative  daily  and  weekly  newspapers  through- 
out the  coi^ntry.   Comparisons  are  also  made  with  a  corresponding  -1914  period 
to  hring  ov.t  significant  cha^nges  in  amoimts  and  kinds  of  articles  which  have 
taken  place  since  the  creation  of  the  national  system  of  cooperative  extension 
work.   This  circular  presents  a  comparative  stud^^  of  the  news  articles  relating 
to  agriculture,  home  economics,  and  4-H  cluh  work  ca,rried  in  the  corresponding 
1914  and  1930  issues  of  53  daily  newspapers  and  103  weekly  newspapers  in  13 
States. 

PIAN  OF  STUDY 

The  general  plans  for  the  stud^-  were  outlined  "by  a  committee  represent- 
ing the  Office  of  Information  and  the  Extension  Service  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agricultv-re.*  The  editors  at  the  colleges  of  agriculture  in  13  States  co- 
operated h-"  sending  to  the  Office  of  Information  one  week's  issues  of  from.  5  to 
9  daily  paper?  and  two  weeks'  issues  of  from  10  to  19  weekly  newspapers  considered 
representative  of  those  States.  Uearly  all  the  issv.es  were  puDlished-  during 
Marcxi  1930.  The  remainder  were  issued  either  ju'-jt  cefore  or  Just  after  that 
date,  '".^.en  the  task  of  identifying,  m-eas"aring,  and  classifying  all  the  material 
relating  to  agriculture,  home  economics,  and  4r-H  cluh  work  had  "been  com.pleted 
and  the  information  had  heen  summarized,  plans  were  developed  for  stud;^''ing  in 
a  similar  way  the  corresponding  1914  issues  of  the  same  daily  and  weekly  news- 
papers insofar  as  they  could  he  obtained. 

It  was  found  that  some  of  the  1930  papers  were  not  puolished  in  1914  or 
had  changed  from. a  weekly  to  a  daily  paper,  or  vice  versa.  In  a  few  instances 
neither  the  ■  newspaper  office  nor  library  ha.d  files  of  the  1914  issues  of  the 
paper.  In  the.  data,  presented  in  this  circular  only  those  newspapers  have  been 
included  for  which  corresponding  issues  for  both  1914  and  1930  were  available 
for  stxidy.  '  Where  a  paper  had  changed  from  a  weekly  to  a  daily  or  from  a  d.aily 
to  a  weekly-  it  was  dropped,  from  the  study. 

The  States  from  which,  newspapers  were  studied,  together  with  the  num.ber 
of  d.aily  and  weekly  newspapers  for  each  are  shomi  on  the  accompanying  map» 
(Fig.l.)  A-  con,plcte'  list  of  the  individujil  papers  "oj   States  will  be  found  in 
appendix  A,  Pcages  25, '^SS,- -37,  and  28.  • 

I'£STHODS  OF  STUDY 

The   "orocedure' followed  in  the  assembling  of  the  data  was  to  review 
completely  each  issu.e  of  the  newspaper.  All  articles  coming  within  the  scope      , 
of  this  study  were  measured  and  carefully  read.  Each,  article  was  then  classi-     ji 
fied  in  four  different  ways  according  to  classification  schemes  outlined  by 
the  committee. 

In  classification  number  one  the  articles  were  sorted  according  to 
scope: — w?iethe:3;^  .relating  to  agriculture,  home  economics,  or  4-H  club  work. 


#  The  committee  includ.ed:  Milton  S.  Eisenhower,  Director  of  Information; 
Rexibcn  Brigham_,  In  Charge  Editorial  and  Visual  Instrn.ction''^7ork?  and  11.  C 
'Tilson,  In  Cha.rge  Extension  Studies  and  Teaching,  Office  of  Cooperative 
Extension  Uork. 
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Clo.Gsification  nnmlDer  tv^o   invol'ved   the   olijective    of  the  articles — whether 
designed  to   create  lorider standing   or  to  advance  a  point    of  view  or  attitude. 

The  third  classification  dealt  with   the  form  or   type  of  the  article — 
whether  straight  news,    feature   story,   agent's  colimm,    local   correspondence, 
syndi.cated  material,   photographs,    service   information,  or  editorial. 

The  fourth   classification  related  to   the   source  of   information  xised 
as  a  basis  for  the   article — whether  associated  with  an  extension  activity,    the 
research  work  of  the  experiment    station,    or  the   experiences   of  local  farmers 
and  farm  women. 

An  outline   of   the   different   classifications  employed,    together  with 
definitions   of  the   terms  used  will  he  foimd  in  o.ppendix  B,    pages-''"?39   and  30. 

VOLUI'/E  OF  MTERIAL  FUBLISHSD 
1914  and  1930 

The  numher  of  daily  and  weekly  newspapers  included  in  the   stud^jr  was   the 
same  for  1914  and  1930 — 58   dailies  ond.  103  \veeklies.      (Tahle   1.).     Tlie   total 
numher  of   issues  of  newspapers  analyzed  is   slightly  different  for  the   two  "periods. 
This  difference,    in  the   case   of  a  few  dnilies,    is  catised  hy  the   change  in  the  .. 
numher  of  issues  puhlished  ep.ch  week,    the  numher  varying  from  5  t-o  7.     Among  the 
weeklies  t?aere  were  a  few  instances  where   somiv/eekly  issues  had  either  heen 
started  or  discontimied  hetween  1914  and  1930.      Tiie  difference  of  two  in  the 
total  number  of  issiies  of  daily  and  weekly  papers  analyzed  in  1930  a.nd  in  1914 
is  too   small,   hov/ever,    to  have  any  influence  upon  results   of  the   study. 

A  total   of  1^739  articles  relating  to  agriculture    (including  farm  markets 
and  weather)  ,   hom.e  economics,    and  4-H  cluh  work  was  found  in  the  1930  issues  of 
daily  papers  as  compared  to   1,047  in  the   corresponding  1914  issues   of   the   same 
paper.      (Tahle   2.)      Tliis   increase  was  .66  percent   dviring  the  16-year  period.     An 
increase  took  pla.ce   in  all   13   States  involved.     However,    in  two   States   the 
increase  was  very   slight. 

The  33  percent   increase  in  the  numher  of  articles  relating  to   agriculture, 
home   economics,    and  4-E  cluh  work  puhlished  in  weekly  papers  in  1930  ovf.'V  the   1914 
period  was   only  half  the  increase  occurring  in  daily  pa^er^   ih-i-ing   the    Bame 
period.      In  5   of  the   13  States   involved  there  was  a  small   dec 'oase    'in  the  numher 
of  articles  puhlished  in  weekly  newspapers. 
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Table   1,    -  DTiimljor  of  publications   ajid  issuos   included  in  study 

according  to   State   totals 


Pu-bli  cations 
included 


Type  of  paper  and 
State   in  which  published 


1914    .1930 


: Numb  e  r ; Numb e r 


Issues  analysed 


1914 


Humber 


Avera'^G 
per  pab- 
lication 


1930 


Humber 


Average 
per  pub- 
lication 


Daily  oapers:         '              :  .  ; 

Alabama .' ;  5   :  5 

California ' .....,;  5  . ;,  .   6 

Colorado.., ;■.  5   ;.  .5 

Indiana  - ;  5   ;  .  5 

Kansas : ■  5   •  5 

Louisiana '. •  3  ;  ,3 

Mi  chigan '. '•  6  \  ,6 

New  Hampshire :  1  :  i. 

New  Jersey '.  5   :  5 

North  Carolina \  6   :  6 

Ohio :  4  :  4 

Oregon ;  4  ;  4 

Wisconsin : 3 ■'■  ■  .  3 

.__ Total  daily  papers ■  58  .  . ;'  53 

■Weekly  papers:                    '  :  ..;.., 

Alabama ....'. :  8  .  . ;,  .  8 

California .  . . :  /±    ,  ;.  4 

Colorado ;  il .  .  ;  11 

Indiana .....'.  4.  .  ;  4_ 

Kansas... .    .'  10     ■  10 

Louisiana ..........,.;■  4     ■  4 

Mi bhigan. '. ,....;  15     I  .15 

New  Hampshire ;  .  8  ,  •  8 

New  Jersey \  9      _■  9 

North  Carolina. j  ■  6  :  6 

bhio . j  8  :  8 

Oregon... j  7  ■:•  7 

Wisconsin [__ 9   :  9 

Total  weekly  papers, !  105  ;  103 

Daily  and  weekly  papers:             ;  • 

Alabama. . . '. , ,]  13     •  13 

California ,:  10     j  10 

Colorado  .........' j  IS     ■'  .16 

Indiana ' .'  .  9  .  :  9 

Kansas ' ........■..;  -15     :  15 

Louisiaxia ..■.:.      7    .;,  ..7 

'   Michigan. ...../-•  .21  .  ;.  21  . 

New  Hampshire .,..;,!..   9  ;  9 

New  Jersey '. ,;  14  J  14 

North  Carolina. :  12  :  12 

Ohio :  12  :  12 

Oregon :  n  ;  n 

Wisconsin :  12  :  12 

Total  daily  an^  weRkly  papers.!  161  '  161 

9283  ""^®'" 


33 
38 
31 
30 
30' 
20 
36' 
6 
30 
40. 
26 
25 

_aQ_ 


6.5 
'6. '3 
6.2 
6.0 
6.0 
5.7 
6.0 
6.0 
6.0 
6.7 
6.5' 
S.2 
6.7 


365 


6.3 


33 
37 
31 
30 
29 
21 
38 
6 
30 
40 
27 
26 

_ao. 


368 


6.6 
6.2 
6.2 
6.0 
5.8 
7.0 
6.3 
6.0 
6.0 
6.7 
6.8 
6.5 
6.7 


6.3 


16 

8 

'22 

8 

20 

8 

32 

16 

18 

12 

16 

14 

_18_ 

208- 


2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.1 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.Q 


2.0 


49 
46 
53 
38 
50 
28 
68 
22 
48 
52 
42 
39 
38 


3.8 
4.6 
3.3 
4.2 
3.3 

3.2 

2.4 
3.4 
4.3 
3.5 
3.5 
3..  2 


573 


3.6 


16 

8 

26 

8 

20 

8 

27 

16 

18 

12 

16 

14 

_ia_ 


207 


49 
45 
57 
38 
49 
29 
65 
22 
48 
52 
43 
40 
38 


575 


2.0 
2.0 
2.4 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
1.8 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
2.0 
_2jl0_ 


2.0 


3.8 
4.5 
3.6 
4.2 
3.3 
4.1 
3.1 
2.4 
3.4 
4.3 
3.6 
3.6 
3.2 


3.5 


Tatle   2.   -  ITumfer  of  articles,  oxi^ljy.ed.  accordlnro;  to   State  totals 


Articles  a,nalyzed 


lyoe   of  pa.per  and 
State   in  ^?hich  patlished 

:    ,               1914 

19 

30                       (\ 

'     ITiunlDer 

Average 
per  issue 

Nnmljer 

Average 
per  issue 

Daily  "fOiipers: 

AlalDfjna  .■ .,...., 

Hnl  1  f  OTTi  i  a  .  .      .  .        .                    .  .  . 

j         5L; 

....'■       1?5 

1.6 

3.3 
1.5 
3.4 
2.6 
2.5 
3.5 
2.3 
3.8 
1.6 
4.3 
3.6 
3.3 

156 

205 
142 
184 
104 
130 
166 
31 
125 
130 
115 
157 
■.;94 

4.7 
5.5 

Colo"^ado 

.:        48 

4.6 

Indiana 

y     Ka.n  sas  • 

;      103 

■         79 

6.1 
3.6 

Louisiana..  • 

■         50 

■          6.2 

Hichig'an 

i       126 

:         4.4 

Hew  Fsjnioshi''"e 

;       14 

;          5.2 

"IvTpw    pTpT^QPir.  . 

n  5 

:         4.2 
:         3.2 

ITorf-'"    Cnrolin?) 

:        66 

Olii  0 

;       113 

•         4.2 

Ore.'^on 

;          90 

•         5.0 

66 

:          4.7 

Total   d-aily  papers 

;  1 ,  047 

2.9 

1.739 

:        4.7 

Weekly  papers: 

Ala-Qaina 

California 

.;     29 

'         13 

1.8 
1.6 
10.4 
4.0 
3.2 
3.4 
6.2 
2.2 
6.7 
1.8 
5.9 

ri    q 

6.7 

105 
62 

258 

43 

62 

79 

;247 

110 

111 
55 
69 
51 

117 

I          5.6 

Gnl  nyarln 

:      ?30 

9.9 

Indiana 

:        32 

5.4 

Kansas 

•          63 

3.1 

IimTT  c;'!  ana 

•          27 

9.9 

Mi ch"'  ^an 

;     199 

9.1 

Uew  Karm')s''''ire  •..• 

;       36 

6.9 

Ue-PT  Jersey 

.:      120 

22 

5.2 
5.4 

OTn  in. .        

;        94 

4.3 

Or'fi.o'nn 

;         55 

3.6 

'7i  scorsin 

;      120 

6.5 

Total   weel-rlv  papers.... 

:  1,040 

5.0 

1,379 

6.7 

Daily  and  weekly  papers: 

Alaljarna 

Hfll  if  or-ni  ^... 

. ..:        81 

;        138 

1.6 

3.0 
5.2 
3.6 
2.8 
2.8 
4.8 
2.3 
4.9 
1,7 
4.9 
3.7 
4.9 

251 
267 
400 
227 
165 

209    : 

413     ; 

141       : 

236      ; 

195        : 
184       : 
208        i 
211 

5,3      • 
5.9 

Colorado . « 

'       278 

7.0 

Ijidian3.»  •••••••• ••• 

'       135 

6.0 

i       142 

3.4 

.     .    .'          77 

7.2 

^/i  r*]!!  P^^^n  -  -                        -            - 

:      305 

-6.4 

ITew  Hampshire 

New  Jersey. • 

:        50 

;        235 

6.4 

4.9        ;: 

Hortk    Carolina. 

'          88 

3.8          1 
4.3 
5.2 
5.6 

Oliio 

:      207 

.  .■        14-5 

;        186 

'Total  daily  and  weekly 

mTJers.   2.037 

3.6 

3,118 

5.4          ,1, 

-5- 
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In  terms  of  single   issues  of  individual  daily  newspapers   the  average 
ntun'ber  of  a.rticles  relating  to   agricrulturo,   home   economics,   and  4-H  cl-fth 
"rork  increased  from  2.9  per  issue'',  in  1914  to   4.7  per  issue  in  1930.     Among 
iTockly  newspapers  the   increase  in  articles  per  issue'?  was  from  5  to   5.7 
during  the  16-year  period  involved  in  the   study. 

Increp,se  in  column  inches.  -   Perhaps  a  more   accurate  way  of  expressing 
voliome   of  news  articles   is  in  terras   of   single-column  inches.     Expressed  in 
this  term  the   space  occupied  hy  the   articles  under   study  increased  for 
daily  oapers  from  14,973   colimn  inches  in  1914  to   21,750  in  1930.      This  in- 
crease  is   45  percent.      Two   of  the  thirteen  States  i-nvolved  devote-d  slightly 
less  s'oace   to   such  articles  in  1930   than  in  1914. 

In  the  weekly  newspapers  in  the   13  States   the  ■vol-'ome  of   space 
occur)ied  increased  from  6,289   column  inches  in  1914  to   11,467  inches  in 
1930.     This  increase   is  83  percent  for  the   16- year  period  and  is  mu-ch 
larger  than  for  daily  newspapers.      There  was  an  increase  in  the   space 
devoted  to   articles  on  agriculture,   hom.e   economics,    and  4r-E  cluh  work 
in  all ' 13   States,    though  in  a  few  cases   the   increase  was   small.      (Tahle   3.) 

The   column  inches  per  issue-?   increased  from  41   to  59.1  for 
daily  newspapers  and  from.  30.2  to  55.4  for  weekly  newspapers.     Of  even 
greater    significance,   however,    is   the   change   in  the  average  length    ■ 
of  articles  from  14.3  column  inches   in  1914  to   12.5   inches  in  1930  .for 
daily  papers.      In  the  weekly  newspapers,   however,,  the  opposite  trend 
seems  to  have  taken  plG,ce.      Instead  of   decreasing,    the  average   length 
of  articles   in  weekly  newspapers  increased  from  6  inches  in  1914  to 
8.3  inches  in  1930. 
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Ta,Dle   3.  -  lTijjn"ber   of  col^amn  inches  in  analyzed  articles 
accordinjS;  to   State  totals 


Inches  a.nalyzed 


Type   of  paper  and 
State   in  which  pulDlished 


1914 


1930 


ITujiiber 


Average 

per 

issue 


Average 

per 
article 


IT-omher 


Average  Average 
per       ;    per 
issiie     article 


Daily  papers:  -  : 

Alabama \  1, 433 

California. . . :  1,980 

Colorado :  771 

Indiojia :  l ,  652 

Kansas .- :  590 

Lo-ai  sifljiia ■  1,195 

Mi  chigan ;'  1,582 

ITew  Hampshire '■  169 

New  Jersey.  .  . :  797 

ITorth  Carolina :  1,077 

Ohio :  1,958 

Oregon ;  1,056 

.?     Wi  sconsin *  592 

Total   daily  papers :  T4,'975" 

Weekly  papers:  ; 

Alabama ;  2?5 

California .;  159 

Colorado .j  1 ,  296 

Indiana :  198 

Kansas .:  488 

Louisiana ;  150 

Mi  chigan ;  1 ,  382 

New  Hampshire ;  212 

New  Jersey •  447 

North  Carolina .;  145 

Ohio i  371 

Oregon ]  288 

Wisconsin :  876 

Total  weekly  papers :  6,239 

Daily  and  weekly  papers?        ; 

Alabama ,  . .;  1 ,  709 

California.. ,':  2,1-9 

Colorado. •  2,067 

Indiana . |  1 ,  860 

Kansas :  1 ,  078 

Loui  s  ia^na :  1 ,  545 

Michigan .;  2,964 

New  Hampshire :  381 

New  Jersey ;  1 ,  244 

North  Carolina ;  1 ,  223 

Ohio ;  2, 329 

Oregon ■  1 ,  354 

Wisconsin ■  1,568 

Total   dpalji'  and  weekly       ' 

papers ;  21,262 
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43.4 
52.1 
24.9 
55.4 
19.7 
59.8 
43.9 
28.2 
26.6 
26.9 
75.3 
42.6 
34.5 


27.6 
15.8 
16.1 
16.1 
7.5- 
23.9 
12.5 
12.1 
^6.9 
16.3 
17.3 
11.8 
10.5 


1,869 
2,452 
1,358 
2,743 

944 
1,630 
2.160 

125 
1,868 
1,781 
1,816 
1,877 
1.127 


41.0 


14.3 


21,750 


ot>.& 

66.3 

43.8 

91.4 

32.5 

77.6 

55.8 

3D. 8 

52.3 

44.5. 

67.2 

72.2 

55.4 


59.1 


17.2 
19.9 
58.9 
24.8 
24.4 
18.8 
43.2 
13.2 
24.8 
12.2 
23.2 
20.5 
48.7 


9.5 
12.2 
5.5 
5.2 
7.7 
5.6 
6.9 
5.9 
3.7 
6.6 
3.9 
5,2 


924 

.   552 

1,945 

420 

655 

536 

1,694 

655 

1,568 

617 

592 

408 

_890 


30.2 


6,0 


11.467 


57.8 
70.2 
74.8 
52.5 
32.8 
57.0 
52.7 
40.9 
87.1 
51.4 
37.0 
29.1 

40  ..  A 


55.- 


34.9 
45.5 
39.0 
43.9 
21.6 
48.1 
43.6 
17.3 
25.9 
23.5 
55.4 
34.7 
41.2 


21.1 

15.5 
7.4 

13.8 
7.6 

17.5 
9.1 
7.6 
5.3 

13.9 

11.2 
9.3 
8.4 


2,793 

3,014 
3,304 
3,163 
1,599 
2,166 
3,854 
780 
3,456 
2,398 
2,408 
2,285 
2.017 


37.1 


10.2 


35,217 


57.0 
67.0 
58.0 
83.2 
32.5 
74.7 
59.3 
35.4 
71.6 
45.1 
55.0 
57.1 
53.1 


57.8 


10.6 
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Considering  iDoth  daily  and  weekly  newspapers  together  the  numher 
of  articles  and  the  coliimn  inches  devoted  to  agricultui'e,  home  economics, 
and  4-H  clut  -rork  has  increased  ahout  one-half  during  the  16-year  period 
1914  to  1930.  The  average  length  of  articles  is  atout  the  same,  the 
decrease  in  length  of  articles  in  daily  papers  "being  offset  hy  the  in- 
crease in  length  of  articles  appearing  in  v/eekly  no\7spapers.   In  the 
different  States  and  in  individual  papers  there  afe  of  course  \7ide 
variations  from  these  general  trends..  ,. 

ABTICIiES  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  SCOPE 

Outside  the  rather  large  percentage  hut  rather  small  total  in- 
crease in  articles  and  space  devoted  to  4-E  club  work  in  1930  as 
compared  to  1914,  there  has  "been  little  change  in  the  proportion  of  the 
total  articles  and  space  studied  which  relate  to  agriculture  and  home  . 
economics.   (Tahle  4.)   Considering  both  daily  and  weekly  newspapers 
approximately  7-0   percent  of  the  articles  studied  and  72  percent .^'of':''"' 
the  space  they  occupied  dealt  with  agriculture,  including  farm  markets 
and  weather;  about  26  percent  of  the  articles  and  25  percent  of  the 
space  dealt  with  home  economics;  Ictiving  a  little  less  than  5  percent 
of  the  articles  and  a  little  more  than  3  percent  of  the  space  to  4-H 
club  work. 

The  average  length  of  articles  relating  to  agriculture  and  4-H 
club  work  appearing  in  daily  papers  was  lessUn  1930  thrm  in  1914, 
whereas  with  home-economics  articles  the  opposite  was  true.  In  weekly 
papers  the  articles  on  agriculture  and  home  economics  were  longer  on 
the  average  in  1930  than  in  1914,  whereas  t?ae  opposite  was  true  of 
articles  on  club  work. 
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Considerable  uniformity  in  length,  of  all  articles  in  weekly- 
newspapers  was  found  in  "both   1914  and  1930.      The   agricultural  articles 
in  daily  papers  averaged  longer  than  home-oconomics  and  4r-H  club 
articles   in  the   srjme  papers. 


ARTICLES  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDDICt  TO  OBJECTIVE 

,  TThen  all   articles  are   classified  as   to  whether  intended  to 
convey   information  or  to   advance  a  point   of  view  or  attitude,    it  is 
interesting  to  note   that   the  numher  of  advancement  articles  carried 
In  'both  daily  and  weekly  newspapers  has  increased  r^^pidly  during  the 
15- year  period  1914-1930.      (Tphle  5.)      In  daily  papers   27  percent   of 
the  nrticles  in  1930  were   advancement   in  character  in  contrast   to 
13  percent   in  1914.      In  weeklies  45  percent   of  the   1930  articles 
¥rere  ^advancement  as  compared  to   19  percent   in  1914.      Proportionately, 
weekly  papers  devoted  more  than  twice   as  much  space   to   agricultural, 
home-economics,    and  4-H   cluh  articles  of  an  advancement  nature  than 
did  daily  papers.      Considering  hoth   daily  and  weekly  papers  together, 
approximately   three-fourths   of  the  articles   studied  were   classed  as 
informatiaosland  one-fourth  'advancement   in  character. 


ARTICLES  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDIN&  TO  FORM  OR  TYPE 

The  form  in  which  an  article  is  written  is  of  concern  to   all 
who  prepare  material   for  newspaper  ptihlication.      Shall  a  given    story 
he  prepared  s.s   straight  news  eras  a  fea.ture   story?      Is  the  use  of 
syndicated  material  relating  to  agriculture,   home  economics,   and  4-H 
cluh  -^-^'ork  by  daily  and  weekly  papers   on  the   increase   or  decrease? 
To  what  'extent  are  photograxjhs  used?      To   throw  light  .on  .some  .of  .these 
questions   the  5,205  articles  studied  have  hecn  classified  according 
to  form  or  type   of  article.      (Tahles   6  and  7.) 
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Tatle  5.  -  N-uin"ber  of  articles  and  coliorrm  inches   devoted  to 
information  end  advancement   in  1914  and  in  1930 


< 

Information 

Advancement 

I1;em 

IT-umher 

Per- 
cent- 
age 

Average 
per 
arti- 
cle 

IT-omher 

Per- 
cent- 
age 

Average 
per 
arti- 
cle 

Articles 

Dailjr  papers: 

191/1. 

915 

1,267 

845 
759 

1,760 
2,025 

87.4 
72.9 

81.2 

55.0 

84.3 
65.0 

132 
472 

195 
620 

327 
1,092 

12.6 
27.1 

18.8 
45.0 

15.7 
35.0 

1930 

Weekly  pampers: 

1914,. , 

1930. 

Total: 

1914 

19,'2;0 

Colam;a  inches 

Daily  paiDers: 

1914.  ........ . 

13,395 
17,978 

5,035 
7,003 

18,930 
24,981 

92.8 
82.7 

80.1 
61.1 

89,0 
75.2 

15.2 
14.2 

6.0 
9.2 

10.8 
12.3 

1,078 
3,772 

1,254 
4,464 

2,332 
8,236 

7.2 
17.3 

•19.9 
38.9 

11.0 
24.8 

8.2 

1930 

8.0 

Weekly  papers: 

1914 .......'. 

6.4 

1930 

7.2 

Total: 

1914. 

7.1 

lO-^Q 

7.5 
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Table  6.  -  IT-umber  of  articles  in  daily  and  weekly  papers 

according  to  form  or  type 


Daily  papers 

Weekly  papers 

Daily  and  weekly 
Papers 

Item 

1914 

1930 

1914           ;        1930 

^1914         :        1930 

N-um- 

Per- 

IJom- ;  Per- 

M-nn- 

Per-  --Ifon- 

Per- 

lim.- 

Per-  Ilfoia- 

Per- 

her 

cent- 

her   jcent- 

■ber 

cent-  ;TDer 

cent- 

her 

cont-  Iher 

cent- 

age 

:  age 

age    : 

age 

age     : 

age 

Total   articles. . 

1 ,047 

100 

1,379J100. 

1,040 

100    1,3"79 

100 

2,087 

100      :3,118 

100 

Straight  news. .  . 

136 

13.0 

286  1q.4 

236 

23.'35     517 

37.5 

372 

17.8;     803 

25.8 

Peature   story. . . 

75 

7.2 

30i  17.3 

120 

11.5;     444 

32.2 

195 

9.3     745 

23.9 

Agent's   column.. 

•   •  • 

•   •   • 

li.    1.0 

•   •    • 

...     ■       98 

7.1 

•   •   • 

...    :    115 

3.7 

Local   corre- 

i 

• 

spondence  .  .  . .  . 

•    •    • 

•   •   • 

•  •  •    J     «  •  • 

•   t   • 

. . .     ;        14 

1.0 

•   •   • 

. . .    :      14 

0.4 

Syndicated 

241 

23.0 

323  13.7 

'  449 

43.^     156 

12.0 

690 

33.1-     491 

15.7 

Photographs. . . . 

146 

13.9 

240  13.8 

135 

13. q       65 

4.7 

281 

13.5:     305 

9.8 

Markets . 

238 

22.7 

36?!  21.1 

66 

6.3       41 

3.0 

304 

14.6!     408 

13.1 

Weather 

183 

17.5 

17a  10.3 

7 

0.7          9 

0.7 

190 

9.]^     188 

6.0 

Editorial 

28 

2.7 

24     1*4 

27 

2.6       25 

1.^ 

55 

2,6,       49 

1.6 

•-IS- 
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Strai^'jiht  news.-  Included  under  tHis  heading  were' all  articles  pertain- 
ing to  meetings,  demonstrations,  exhibits,  and  similar  activities.   Information 
not  -oresented  as  a  rounded-out  or  progressively,  developed  article  was  .also 
placed  in  this  group.   To  avoid  counting, more  than  once,  news  material  syndi- 
cated or  placed  in  the  agent's  colu.mn,  and  photographs  have  not  heen.  included 
even  though  such  material  might  otherwise  classify  as  straight  news.  Ahout 
one-fourth  of  the  articles  studied  fell  into  this  grov-P.  ,  0?b.e  percentage  of 
all  articles  in  daily  par)Grs  relating  to  agriculture,  home  economics,  and :4-H. 
cluh  -^ork  classifying  as  straight  news  was  slightly  higher  in  1930  than  in 
1914,  16  percent  as  compared  to  13  percent.   In  weekly  papers  the  increase  in 
straight  news  in  1930  over  1914  was  marked— 38  percent  as  compared  to  23  per- 
cent.  (Tahle  6.)  '      '.'/ ■ 

In  terms  of  colTimn  inches  of  space  occupied,,  precisely  the  same  trends 
were  found  as  in  the  numher  of  articles.   The  average  length  of  the  straight 
news  article  in  weekly  newspapers  increased  from  4.6  inches  in  1914  to  6.2 
inches  in  1950.   (Tahle  7.)   The  average  length  of  straight  news  articles 
in  daily  papers  was  the  same  in  both  1930  and  1914 — 6.5  inches. 

:  feature  story.  -  Articles  which  present  the  subject  in  an  unfolding, 
developing,  or  natural  sequence  from  leading  to  the  object  sought,  usually  . 
but  not  alwrays  in  the  form  of  a  story,  were  included  under  this  heading. 
Syndicated  articles,  or  articles  appearing  in'the  agent's  column  which  wo-ald 
classify  as  feature  stories  have  been  omitted,  as  in  the  case  of  straight  news. 
Only  sli;?htly  less  than  one- fifth  of  the  articles  studied  were  placed  in 
this  group.  A  Btriking  change  has  taken  place  in  both  daily  and  weekly  po.pers 
with  regard  to  the  percentage  of  feature-story  articles  iyu.blished  in  1930  as 
comDared  to  1914.   In  daily  papers  the  percentage  of  articles  classifying  as 
f eatufe  stc/ries  increased  from  7.2  in  1914  to  17.3  in  1930.   (Table  6.)   In 
weekly  r>apers  the  increase  during  the  sam.e  period  was  from  11.5  to  32.3  per- 
cent. Measured  in  units  df  space  occupied,  the  increase  in  feature- story 
articles  was  not  quite  so  large  as  in  terms  of  numbers  of  articles,  because 
both  daily  and  v/eekly  papers  ran  shorter  feature-story  articles  in  1930  than 
in  1914.   (Table  7.)   Though  the  decrease  in  average  length  of  feature- story 
articles  was  almost  the  same  in  weekly  papers  as  in  daily  papers  it  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  in  both  1930  and  1914  the  feature  stories  in  weekly  news- 
papers n^^e raged  nearly  2  inches  shorter  than  in  daily  papers. 

Agent' s  column.  -  With  the  employment  of  county  extension  agents  who 
reside  perm.anently  in  the  county,  arrangements  have  been  made  with  some  news- 
Papers  to  carry  an  agent's  colujim  in  which  are  placed  articles  written  by  the 
county  extension  workers  or  inserted  by  them  along  with  their  ovm   contribu- 
tions. All  articles  found  in  such  columns  were  included  -onder  this  classi- 
fication,  regardless  of  how  they  would  have  been  classified  if  found  in 
other  narts  of  the  newspaper. 

Agents*  columns  were  fotmd  in  none  of  the  1914  papers  and  in  only  a 
few  of  the  1930  papers.   In  dailies  1  percent  of  the  articles  and  in  weeklies 
7  percent  of  the  articles  studied  were  classed  under  this  heading.   (Table  6.) 

Local  correspondence.  -  Theoretically,  at  least,  extension  workers  have 
endeavored  to  train  local  correspondents  of  newspapers  to  include  information 
regarding  local  activities  relating  to  agriculture,  home  economics,  and  4-H 
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club  iTork  aJon^  ^'/ith  other  ne^Ts  items.  Actually,  little  if  any  progress  has 
"been  made  in  this  direction,  at  least  in  the  13  States  involved  in  this  study, 
for  only  1  percent  of  the  articles  found. in  weekly  papers,  could  he  classed  under 
this  heading;.  Ifo  such  articles  were  found. in  any  of  the  daily  papers. 

Syndicated.  -  In  addition  to  articles  T:irepared  and  released  ''oj  corornercial 
agencies  selling  such  service  to  newspapers,  there  \7ere  included  under  this  headr- 
ing  articles  prepared  in  a  similar  way  for  release  to  large  nunabers  of  papers  hy 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  State  agri c-oltural  colleges, 
unless  such  articles  had  hecn  localized  "by  county  extension  workers.  Syndicated 
articles  m.ade  up  ahout  16  percent  of  fjae  articles  carried  in  the  1930  papers,  and 
more  than  tt^ice  that  proportion  of  the  articles  in  1914  papers.   (Tables  6  r^jid  7.) 

Ihc  syndicated  articles  on  agriculture,  home  economics,  and  4-H  cluh  work 
in  daily  papers  decreased  from  23  to  19  percent  during  the  16-year  period.  In 
weekly  papers  syndicated  articles  decreased  from.  43  to  12  percent  during  the 
same  period.  Editors;'  of  county  weeklies  were,  not  only  making  much  less  use  of 
syndicated  m.aterial  in  1930  than  in  1914' hut  were  also.  m.al^ing  less  use  of  such 
material  in  1930  than  were  editors  of  daily  papers. 

The  average  length  of  syndicated  articles  run  in  the  da-ilies  and  also  in 
the  weeklies  increased  in  1930  over  1914  with  the  result  that  daily  newspapers 
were  act-u.ally  devoting  more  space  to  syndicated  material  in  1930  than  in  1914. 
In  weeklj-  newspapers,  however,  syndicated  articles  occupied  only  one  third  the 
space  which  they  occupied  in  1914. 

Photographs.  -  Drawings  and  other  illustrations,  as  well  as  photographs, 
were  placed  in  this  group.   The  space  occupied  includes  short  legends.  Articles 
accompozLying  illustrations  were  classified  under  other  headings.  There  has  heen 
no  significant  change  in  either  the  percentage  of  articles  involving  illustra- 
tions or  the  spa.ce  occupied  hy  them  in  daily  papers  between  1914  and  1930, 
(Tables  6  stnd  7.)   Weekly  papers  have  reduced  the  proportionate  number  of  illus- 
trations during  tha.t  period  from  13  to  4.!?  percent.   It  Is  probable  that  the  de- 
creased iisc  of  photographs  and  other  illustrations  in  weekly  papers  is  closely 
a.ssociatcd  i-^ith  decreased  use  of  syndicated  m-atcrial.   The  average  size  of  illus- 
trations was  much  larger  in  daily  papers  than  in  weekly  papers. 

Markets.  -  Informcation  regarding  the  marketing  of  fn,rm  produce  constituted 
more  than  20  percent  of  the  articles  in  daily  papers  in  both  1914  and  1930.  In 
1930,  however,  the  market  information  was  published  in  more  condensed  or  abbre- 
viated form  than  in  1914  as  indicated  by  a  decrease  in  space  occupied,  from  54 
to  40  percent.   (Tables  6  and  7.)   Weekly  papers  reduced  the  percentage  of  arti- 
cles on  farm  produce  ma.rkets  from  6.3  in  1914  to  3  in  1930,  with  an  even  greater 
reduction  in  the  space  occupied.  Because  of  the  long  interval  between  issues 
weekly  newspapers  are  not  satisfactory  sources  of  inform.atlon  on  prices  of  farm 
produce. 

Weather .  -  Th.c  number  of  articles  on  weather  was  practically  the  same  in 
1930  as  in  1914  even  though  such  articles  made  up  a  small  proportion  of  total 
articles  ^n.d  total  space  occupied  by  articles  on  agriculture,  home  economics, 
and  4-H  club  work  thojn  formerly.  Weather  inform,ation  in  weekly  newspapers  was    , 
negligible  for  the  same  reasons  that  m.ake  the  weekly  papers  an  unsatisfactory 
medium  for  m,arket  news. 
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Editorials.  -  The  per cent agQ  of  articles  on  agriculture,  home 
econoruics,  and  4-H  cluh  'Fork.  receiving  editorial  treatment  would 
naturally  "be  small  in  iDoth  weeld.y  and  daily  papers.  There  seems  to  have 
"been  no  significant  change  either  in  number  of  such  articles  or  in  the 
space  occupied  hy  them  between  1914  and  1930.   (Tables  6  and  7.) 


FORM  OF  iBTICLE  AS  AFFECTED  BY  SCOPE  OF  ARTICLE 

In  the  16- year  interval  covered  "by.  the  study  there  were  decided 
changes  in  the  percentages  of  agricultural  articles  prepared  as  feature 
stories,  syndicated,  and  photographs.   Th.e  percentage  of  feature  stories 
increa.c;ed  nearly  150  whereas  the  .percentage  of  syndicated  articles 
dro-OToed  from  21.6  to  9.   (Table  8.)   The  severest  drop  of  all  was  in 
photograiohs,  which  decreased  in  number  from  7.4  to  1.8  percent.   Th.e 
actuaJ  number  of  articles  increased  in  the  case  of  markets  but  remained 
practico.lly  constant  in  the  case  of  weather.  The  percentage  of  articles 
in  1930  rela.ting  to  both  markets  and  weather  was  less  than  in  1914 
because  of  the  greater  total  numbeip  of  articles  published  in  the  later 
year.  ■ 
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In   the  case  of  ho  me- economics  articles  the  proToortion  classed 
as   straight  news  and  feature    story  increased  more   than  200  percent 
between   1914  and  1930,      The  proportion  of  photographs   remained  ahoiit 
the  same  hut   the  percentage  of   syndicated  articles   dropped  approximately 
one  half,:.   The  percentage  of  syndicated  articles  and  photographs  used 
in  home  economics  was  much  greater  than  for  agriculture  in  "both  1914 
and  1930,    and  there  wo.s   correspondingly  less  emphasis   on  straight  news 
and  feature  stories. 

The  small  volume  of  article.s  relo.ting  to  4~H  cluh  work  "even  in 
1930  does  not  warrant   the   drawing  of   definite   conclusions.      Straight 
news  accounts  for  nearly  half  of  the   4-H  cluh  articles.      Straight   news 
and  feature   storing  account  for  two   thirds  of   them.     Agent's  column  is 
credited  with  12  percent,    photographs   10  percent,    and  syndicated 
articles   6  percent   of   the   1930  ^H  cluh   articles. 


lOmi  OF  ABTlCIiSS  AS  IrU'LUEIJCED  BY  OBJECTIVE  OF  ARTICLE 

Of  the  articles  classed  as inf ormatioraithe  percentages  relating 
to  ma,rkets  and  weather  remained  nearly  constant  for  the  16-year  period. 
Ti.iis  wag  also   true   of   straight  news,    photographs,    and  editorials, 
(Tahle.    9.)      Feature  f?tori©;-i  were  nearly  200  percent   greater  in  1930 
than  in  1914,  which  increase  was  offset  "by  the  decrease  in  syndicated 
articles   from  38  percent   in  1914  to  17.9  percent  in  1930. 
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Ta.TDle  9 .  -   Influence  of  o"b.i9ctivo   of  article  upon  form  of   article 
■.  ,-    (Daily  and  weekly  papers) 


^ 

Object- 

Lve 

Inform 

at  ion 

Advancement 

Porrn 

1914 

■     19 

so 

i             1914 

19 

30 

Nimter 

Percent- 
age 

IT^junber 

Percent- 
•  age 

;i\iujnt)er 

Percent- 
age 

}Tura"ber 

Percent 
age 

Total  articles ., 

1,760 

100 

2,026 

100 

;     327 

100 

1,092 

100 

Straight   news,.  ,  . . . '.  .  . . 

Feature    story ......... 

j^ent '  s  column ........ 

Local   correspondence.. 
Syndicated 

152 

■  159 

•    •    • 

669 
276 

304 
190 

10 

8.6 

■  9.0 

«  •  • 

•   •  • 

38.0 
15.7 
17.3 
10.8 
0.6 

196 

524 

70 

11 

362 

262 

408 

188 

5 

9.7 

25.9 

3.5 

0.5 

17.9 

12.9 

20.1 

9.3 

0.2 

■:      220 
;    •    36 

;      21 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

;     45 

67.3 
11.0 
.... 

6.4 
1.5 

•  •   • 

•  •   • 

13.8 

507 

.  221 

45    . 

3 

129 

43 

•  •    • 

•  «    • 

44 

55 

20 

4 

0 

1 1 

.6 
.3 

.1 

.3 

Photograiohs 

Marke  t  s 

3.9 

Weather. .............. 

Editorial 

•    •    • 

4.n 

-19- 


9283 


In  advancemenii  articles  the  important  changes  "between  1914 
and  1930  were  the  large'  increase's  in  the  percentage  of  feature     : 
stories,  syndicated  articles,  and  photographs.   The  percentage  of  ' 
straight  news  and  editorial  articles  decreased  "between  1914  and 
1930.   The  percentage  of  advancement  articles  classed  as  straight 
news  W8.S  from  '5  to  8  times  greater' than  in  the  case  of  informational 
articles.  Editorials  of  an  advancement  nature  were  also  more 
frequent  than  editorial  comment  on  informatioaai'EiatGid'als  Syndicated 
articles  and  photographs  were  m.ore  frequently  used  for  informational 
ma.terial  .than  for  .advancement  material. 


ARTICLES  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  SOURCE  OF  II^TEORIvlATION 

-c      In  reviewing  the  newspaper  a.rticles  included  in  this  study  a 
record  was  made  of  the  source  of  information  used  in  the  article  if 
in  any  way  connected  with  the  research  or  extension  activities  of  tlie 
State  colleges  of  agricu.lture  and  experiment  stations,  or  of  the  • 
IJnited  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Uo  e^ttempt  was  made  to 
record  the  numerous  other  possi"ble  sources  of  information.  In  many 
articles,  of  course,  no  source  of  information  was  given  or  indicated. 

Less,  than  2  percent  of  the  articles  in  daily  papers  relating 
to  agriculture,  homp  economics,  and  4-H  clu'b  work  made  reference  to 
•the  research  work  of  the  State  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment 
stations  or  of  the  IJnited  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  (Ta.hle 
10.)  There!  Is  some"  indication  that  the  use  of  o.rticles  relo.ting  to 
research  work  of  the  colleges  and  experiment  stn-tions  hy  daily  papers 
increased  materially  "between  1914  and  r,930. 
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The  use   of   articles  making  reference    to    agricultural   and  home- 
economics  research  work  by  weeld.y  papers  was   three  and  one-half  to   four 
time's   as  great   in  1930  as   in  1914.      Tlie   percentage   of   articles   in  weekly 
papers'  making  reference  'to   research  findings  was   also   three   times  as   large 
as   the  percentage   found  in  daily  papers.  ■  ■  ■  '     ■■'  ■ 

Very  few  articles  in-  1914  were   associated  with  extension  activities 
in  either  daily  or  weekly  papers,    "because  of   the    small  volume   of  such  acti- 
vities under  vi^ay  at   that   time.     Meetings,   "bulletins,    and  ex]rii"bits   were   the 
only  extension  activities  found  in  the   review  of   the  1914  nev/spapers. 
Though  many  other  extension   activities  were  mentioned  in  the   articles   in 
1930,    the  meeting,    the   "bulletin,    and  the   oxhihit   continued  to  "be  used  with 
greatest  frequency,    particularly'  in   the   weekly  papers.     Eight  percent  of 
all    articles   reviev^od  in  the   1930  v/eokly  paipers  mentioned  aji  cx;tension  meet- 
ing,   3  percent  mentioned  college   or  Department  of  Agriculture   bulletins, 
and  2  percent  mentioned  extension  e:>±Li"bits.      As  would  seem  logical   weekly 
newspaper  articles  made  more    than  100  percent  more   reference   to   extension 
activities   than  did  articles   in   daily  papers.      It  is   interesting  to  note, 
however,    that   the  num."ber  of  articles  in  the   1930  weekly  papers  which  merely 
quoted   the   opinion  of   a  coiuity  extension   agent  or  State   specialist  v/as 
approximately  the    same   as   the   total   nurn'oer  of  articles  making  mention  of 
extension  activities. 

The  num'ber  of  articles   reporting  the   experiences  of  farmers   and 
farm  women  which  might  "be   of  interest   and  value   to   readers  was  negligi"ble 
in  "both  daily  and  weekly  papers  in  1914   and  1930. 
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SUl/iI.'IARY 


•This  'Study  presents   an  analysis   of  5,2<:),5   articles  dealing  with  agri- 
culture,   home   economics,    and  4-H  cluh  work  foimd   in  1,148  issues  of  58  daily 
and  103  weekly  newspapers  published  in  1914  and  in  1930  in  13  States. 

The   nurriher  of    articles   relating   to    agriculture , home   economics,    and 
4-H  cluhwork  increased  66  percent   in  daily  papers   aiid  33  percent   in  weekly 
papers   in  1930  as   compared  to   1914.     Expressing  volume   in  single-column 
inches   the   increase   in  space  occupied  "by   these   articles  was  45  percent  for 
daily  papers   and  82  percent  for  weekly  papers. 

Considering  "both  daily  and  weekly  papers,    approximately  70  percent 
of  the    articles   dealt  with  agriculture,    26  percent  with  home   economics,    and 
4  percent   with  4-H  cluh  work.      The   only  significant   change  "between  1914  and 
1930  "vvas   an  increase   in  the  percentage   of  articles   relating  to   4-H  cluo  work. 

Dividing  the   articles   studied  as   to   whether  primarily  informational 
or   advancement   it  was   discovered  that   a  large   increase   in  advancement   arti- 
cles had  taken  place   hetween  1914  and  1930.      Twenty-seven  percent  of   the 
articles   in  daily  papers   in  1930  were    advancement  in  character  as  compared 
to   13  percent  in  1914.      In  weekly  papers   the   increase   was  from  19  percent 
in  1914   to  45  percent   in  1930. 

The  percentage   of  articles   classed  as   straight  nevvs   increased  from 
13   in  1914   to   16   in   1930  for  daily  papers,    and  from  23   in  1914  to  38   in 
1930   for  vreekly  papers. 

In  daily  papers   the   percentage   of   articles   classifying  as   feature 
stories   increased  from  7  in  1914  to   17  in  1930.      In  weekly  papers   the   in- 
crease  was   from  11  percent  in  1914   to   32  percent  in  1930.      The    average 
length  of  feature   stories   decreased  ahout   two   colunn  inches  during  the  16- 
year  period. 

One  percent   of   the    articles   in  1930  dailies   and  7  percent  of   the 
articles   in  1930  weeklies  were   grouped  in  agents'    columns. 

The   nunher  of  articles  on  agriculture,    home   economics,    and  4-H  cluh 
YTOrk  supplied  by  local   correspondents   of   the   newspapers  was  negligible   in 
both  1914  and  1930. 

The   percentage   of  articles   classifying  as   syndicated  decreased  for 
daily  papers  from  23   in  1914  to   19   in  1930.      In  weekly  i)apers   the  percentage 
of   syndicated  articles  decreased  from  43   in  1914  to   12  in  1930. 

Weekly  papers   reduced  the  niomber  of   articles   classifying  as  photo- 
graphs from  13  percent  in  1914  to   5  percent   in  1930.     llo   significant   change 
occurred  in   the   illustrations  of   articles   relating  to   agriculture,    home 
economics,    and  4-H  club  work  appearing  in  daily  papers   during  the   16-year 
period   covered  by  the    study, 
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Information  regardinj^  markets   for  farm  produce   comprised  more   than 
20  percent  of  all    articles   relating  to    agriculture,    home   economics,    and 
4-H  club  work  appearing  in  daily  papers   in  "both  1914   aiid  1930.      Weekly 
papers   reduced  the  percentage   of   articles   relating  to   farm-produce  markets 
from  6   in  1914  to   3  in  1930. 

Daily  papers   devoted  approximately  the   same   space   to  weather  reports 
in  1930   as   in  1914 — 6  percent.     Weather  information  in  weekly  papers   was 
negligible   in  both  years. 

Inere  Yifas  no    si;gnificant   change   in  either  the  nnxnber  of  articles   re- 
ceiving editorial   treatment  or  the    space   occupied  by  them  in  either  daily 
or  weekly  papers  between  1914  and  1930. 

In   the  16-year  interval   covered   oy  this   study  the   percentage  of   agri- 
cultural  articles  prepared  as   feature    stories   increased  from  11   to  25,    while 
syndicated  articles  decreased  from  22   to   9  percent,    and  photographs  decreased 
from  7    to   2  percent. 

The  percentage   of  home-economics   articles  prepared  as   straight  news 
increased  from  3  to   12.     Feature   stories   increased  from  S   to   18  percent, 
and  home-economics   syndicated  articles   decreased  from  62   to   36  percent. 

The   percentage   of   informational    articles  prepared   as   feature    stories 
increased  from  9   in  1914  to   26   in  1930,    but   this  change  was  offset  by  a 
decrease   in   syndicaited  articles  from  38  percent  in  1914  to   18  percent  in 
1930. 

The  percentage   of  articles   in  weekly  papers  making  reference   to   re- 
search work  of  the   State   agricultural   colleges   and  the'' United  States  Depart- 
ment  of  Agriculture   increased  from  2  in  1914  to  9   in  1930.        There  was  no 
corresponding  inci-ease   in  daily  papers. 

The  meeting  was    the   only  extension  activity  mentioned  in  an  appre- 
able  percentage  of  articles   appearing  in  both  weekly  and  daily  papers. 


ci 


IJine  percent  of  the   articles   cited  the  opinions  of  a  county  extension 
vrorkor  or  a  State   specialist. 

Only  1  percent   of  the   ai'ticles  in  both  dailies   and  vreeklies  mentioned 
the   experiences  of  farmers  and  farm  women. 
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Appendix  A 

LIST  0?  DAILY  AND  WEEIttiY  MViSPAPEHS 
USED  IIT  THE  STUDY* 


Ala"bama 

Daily 

Birmingham  Age-Herald. 
Montgomery  Advertiser. 
Motile   Hegister. 
Decatur  Daily. 
Opelika  News. 

Weekly 
Florence  HeraM. 

Pickens   County  Herald.    ( Carrollton. ) 
Y/etumpka  Herald, 
Evergreen  Courant . 
Alexander  City  Outlook, 
Union-Banner.    (Clanton.) 
Southern  Democrat.    (Oneonta.) 
Mountain  Eagle.    (Jasper.) 


Californi; 


Daily 
Berkeley '.■G^zsttQ . 
Sacramento  Bee. 
Oal<:land  Post-Enquirer. 
0  akl  an  d  T  r i  "bune  . 
.San  Francisco   Chronicle 
San  Francisco  Examiner. 

Weekly     ' 
Vacavil*>£.e   Reporter. 
Dixon  Trihune. 
Reedley  Exponent. 
Stockton  He cord. 


In  1914  was  - 

!_/ .   Durango   Democrat. 

2/.   El   Paso   County  Democrat. 


Colorado 

Daily 

Paeblo    Star-Journal . 

Denver  Post. 

Montrose  Press. 

Durango  Herald-Democratl./ . 

Sterling  Advocate, 

Weekly 
Craig  Empire. 
Rocky  Ford  Enterprise. . 
Alamosa  Journal. 
C-unnison  Hews -Champion. 
Steamboat  Pilot.    ( Steanihoat   Springs.) 
Yuma  Pioneer, 
Wray  Gazette. 
Longmont  Ledger. 
Poudre  Valley,   VJindsor. 
Colorado   Springs  Farm  Hews2/. 
Ordway  Hew  Era. 


Indiana 

Daily 
Indianapolis  Hews. 
Decatur  Democrat. 
La  Fayette  Journal   and  Courier. 
Marion  Chronicle. 
South  Bend  Hews-Times. 

Weekly 
Benton  Reviev/.    (Fowler.) 
Berne  Witness. 

Palaski   County  Democrat.    (Winamac.) 
Monticello   Herald. 


*   In   a  fev;  instances  pa:pers   classed  as  dadly  were   issiied  5   times  per 
week,    and  in   some   cases  papers   classed  as  weekly  were   issued  twice 
"per  week. 
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Kans; 


MicMv-i^'an 


Daily 
Abilene   Reflector, 
Eldorado   Times. 
Eraporia  Gazette. 
Atchison  G-lo'be. 
Arkansas   City  Traveler. 

Weekly 
Ki  n  gm  an  J  o  urn  al . 
Chase   Coxmty  ITewsi^/ .    (Strong.) 
Tongano  xie  M  i  rr o  r . 
Miami  Republican.    (Paola.) 
Belleville   Telescope. 
Hdlton  Recorder. 
Anthony  Republican. 
Marshall   Coionty  Hews.    (Marysville  . ) 
Kinsley  Mercury. 
Goo dl  and  News-Re iDubl i  c . 


Loxiisiana 

Daily 
Alextmdria  Town  Talk. 
New  Orleans  Times-Picayune. 
Shreveport  Journal. 

VJeekly 
Iberville   Son.th.    (Plaquemine  .  ) 
Tensas   Gazette.    (St.   Joseph.) 
Signal-Tribune .    ( Minden . ) 
Mansfield  Enterprise. 


Daily 
Plint  Journal. 

Evening  ITews.    (Sault   Sainte  Marie). 
Port  Huron  Times-Herald. 
Detroit  News. 

Jackson  Citizen  Patriot4/ . 
State  Journal.    (Lansing.) 

Vfeekly 
Cassopolis  Vigilant, 
llashville  Nev/s. 
Sebewaing  Blade. 
North  Branch  Gazette. 
Tuscola  County  Advertiser.    (Caro.) 
St.    Clair  Coimty  Press.    (St.    Clair. 
Manchester  Enterprise. 
Midland  Republican. 
Cass   City  Chronicle. 
Galesburg  Argus5_/. 
Penton  Independent. 
Gratiot   County  Herald.    (Ithaca.) 
Gladwin  County  Record. 
Clinton  County  Republican-NewsS./ . 

(St.   Johns) 
Inghajn  County  Ne-ws.      (Mason.) 


New  Hgjnpshire 

Daily 
Concord  MonitorZ/* 

Weekly 
Exeter  News-Letter. 
Claremont  Advocate. 
Rochester  Courier. 
V/oodsville  News. 
Laconia  Democrat. 
Ne  w  Hamp shi  re   S ent ine 1 .    ( Keene . ) 
Mil ford  Cabinet. 
Berlin  Reporter. 


In  1914  was  - 


3/ 


_   The  News  Courant. 

4/.  Jackson  Citizen  Press-. 

5/.  The  Semi-Y/eekly  Argus, 

6/.  The  St.  Joims  News  and  The  Clinton  Republican, 

7 / .  Concord  Evening  Monitor. 
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New  Jersey 


Ohio 


Daily 
Atlantic  City  Press. 
Mo  rni  ng-  Po  s  1 8  / .    ( C  amde  n ) 
Morning  .Call.    (Paterson) 
Long  Branch  Record. 
Home  Ue-ws.    (-New  Brunswick.) 

Y/'eekly 
Washington  'Star. 

ITev/  Jersey  Courier.    (Toms   River.) 
freehold  Transcript, 

Cape  May  Corjity  Gazette.  (Cape  May  C.H.) 
Caldwell   Progress. 
Sussex  Independent. 
Hamrnonton  News—/  . 
Elmer  Times . 
Hijn.terdon  Couiity  Democrat.    (Plemington. 


Daily 
Ohio   State  Joiirn.al .    (  Col'um'bus. ) 
Toledo  Blade. 
Cleveland  Plain  Dealer. 
Defiance,  Crescent-lTews. 

Weekly 
Logan  Republican. 
Wacynesfield  Chronicle. 
Medina  County.  Gazette.    (Medina.) 
Pu Dl i  c  Opini on. .    ( We  s  te  rvi  lie.) 
Jefferson  .Gaziette. 
Jackson  Sun-Journal—'  • 
Plain  City  Advocate. 
Patnain  -Coiinty  Sentinel.    (Ottawa. 


Oregon 


North  Carolina 

Daily 
Raleigh  News  and  Ot server. 
Durham  Herald. 
Durham  Sun. 

Winston-Salem  Journal. 
Charlotte  Ohserver. 
Ashe vi lie   Citizen. 

Weekly   ' 
Smithfield  Herald. 
Greenshoro  Patriot. 
Roxtoro   Courier. 

Sandhill   Cit-izenl2/.    (Southern  Pines.) 
Beaufort  Ne:?s,. 
Wai'ren  Record.    (?farrenton. ) 


Daily 
Portland  Oregonian. 
Mo  rning  As  to  ri  an .    ( As  to  ri  a ) . 
Pendleton  East  Oregonian.. 
Euge  ne  Re  gi  s  t  e  rl2 / . 

VJeekly 
Hills"boro  .  Argus . 
Cottage   Grove   Sentinel. 
Tillamook  Herald. 

Telephone  Register.    (McMirmville , ) 
Heppner  Gaze tte -Time s . 
Blue  Moiuitain  Eagle.,   (Caiiyon  City.) 
Central  Ore ^onl txnl^/ .    (Prineville. ) 


In  1914  was  - 

8/.  The  Camden  Daily  Courier 

9/,  South  Jersey  Ropuolican. 

lO/.  Southern  Pines  Tourist. 

ll/ .  Jackson  Standard  Journal 

13/.  Eugene  Daily  Guard. 

13/ .  Crook  Co-jnty  Courier. 
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Vj'I  scons  in 

Daily 
Wisconsin  State   Journal    (Madison)^ 
Mi  1  w  aijJce  e  J  durn  a'i. . 
Merrill  Horcld. 

Weekly 
Delavan  EepiitliCcin.. 
Door  CoTinty  News   (Sturgeon  Ba:^0  • 
Stanley  Eepuolican. 
Elkiiorn   Independent. 
New  London  Press-Hepulilican.iz/       ■    ■ 
Jefferson  County  Union  (it.   Atkinson) 
Reedsuurg  Times. 
Clinton  Times-Otserver .15_/ 
Ripon  Press. 


In  1914  was   - 


14/  The  Press. 

15/   Rock  Coimty  Eanne: 
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Appendix  B  •  .• 

DESCRIPTION  0?  CLASSIFICATIONS  AI\TD  DEFINITIONS   OF  TEEMS  USED  IN  THIS   STUDY 

To   aid  in  uniform  treatment   of   the    articles   reviewed,    the   following 
classifications   and  use  of  terms  were   agreed  upon  hy  the   coraiaittee   direct- 
ing the    study.      In  the   final   analysis,    however,   luuch  depends  upon  the   judg- 
ment  of  the   person  reviewing  the   articles.     For  this   reason  it  was   thoxignt 
desirahle   that   all   the   articles  he   reviewed  "by  one  person. 

Classification   I   -  SCOPE 

Agriculture.    -  Used   in  the   broad   sense,  to    include    reports   on  farm 
produce,   markets,    and  weather  as  well   as   articles   relating  to    all   the  ether 
suhject-matter  fields  usually   considered   as   pertaining   to    the   farm  hut  not 
to   the   farra  home. 

Home   e conomi c s .    -  Articles  on  homie   economics   in  its  hroadest   sense — 
everything  pertaining  to  home   life   proper  as   generally  recognized.      Such 
engineering  subjects    as  water  in   the  home,    sewage   disposal,    washing  machines, 
and  home   heautif ication  are   also   included. 

4-H  cluh.    -  All   articles   relating   to   the   activities   and  accomplish- 
ments of  hoys   and  girls   in  4-H  cluh  work,    even  though  the    articles  might 
also   deal  vdth  agriculture   or  home-economics    subject  matter. 

Classification  II   -  OBJECTIVE^ 

Infoimation.    -  Articles  which  impart  definite   infoimation  in   such  a 
"Way   that   it   can  be   adopted  or  put   in  practice  on  the   farm  or  in  the  home  or 
in  4-E  club  work. 

Advancement.    -  Articles   which  develop  a  point  of  view  or  attitude 
toward  the    subject  but   do   not   give   definite   or  specific   recommendations 
which  can  be  put   in  practice. 

Classification  III   -  FOHIvI  Oil  TYPE 

Straight  news.  -  Articles  pertaining  to  meetings,  exhibits,  and  the 
like,  or  to  happenings,  information,  or  news  not  presented  in  a  develoioed, 
roiuided-out,    or  progressive   article. 

Feature   story.    -  Articles  which  present   the   subject  or  information 
in  an  unfolding,    developing,    or  natural    sequence   form  leading   to    the   object 
sought,    aiid  which  may  or  may  not  be   in   the  form,  of  a  story. 

It   should  be  understood  that   according. to    the   interpretation  used 
in  this   study  some   articles  v/hich  by  themselves  would  be   classified  as  ' 

either   straight  news  or  feature    story,    are  here   classed  as   agent's  column. 
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editorial,    or  syndicated,    if  they   are  placed  in  the    county  agent's  coltamn 
or  the   editor's   colimm  or  are   syndicated. 

Agent's   colimm.    -  Articles  written  "by  the   coiinty  agricultural,   home- 
economics,    or  4-H  cluh  agents   themselves,    or   inserted  "by  them  with  their 
own  contrihutions  in  their  col"umns. 

Local    correspondence.   -  Articles   written  especially  for   the  paper 
hy  persons  not   resident   in   the  place  where   the  paper  is  published,    and 
which  articles   are  grouped. 

Syndicated.    -  Articles  prepared  and  released  "by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture   and  the   State   agricultural   colleges   as  well   as 
all   articles   supplied  the  pciper  "by   a  commercial    agency  engaged  in  render- 
ing such  service   for  profit. 

Photographs.    -   Illustrations,    whether  originally  photographs   or 
drawings,    and  short  explanatory  legends   accompanying  them.      The   accompany- 
ing article,    if   any,   was   classified  elsewhere. 

Service   infomation.    -  Farm  market   reports   and  weather  forecasts. 

Editorial.   -  All  articles   appearing  in  the   editorial   column  or  other- 
wise  treated  editorially. 


Classification  IV  -  SOURCE  OF   llTFOmATlOl 

Research.    -  Articles   indicating  that   the   information  given  was 
hased  on  research  conducted  by  the   agricultural   college  or  the  experiment 
station  or   the  United  States  Department   of  Agriculture. 

Extension   activities.   -  Articles   in  any  way  associated  with  one  or 
more   of   the  various  means,   methods,    and  agencies   employed  in  extension 
teaching. 

O'oinion  of   agent  or  specialist.    -  Articles    quoting  an  agent  or 
specialist  or  citing  an  agent  or  specia3.ist   as   an  authority,    hut  malcing 
no  m.ention  of   an  extension  activity. 

Experience  of  farmer  and  farm  woman.  -  Articles  reporting  the  ex- 
perience of  a  farmer  or  a  farm  woman,  whether  written  "by  them  personally 
or  by  another  based  on  an  interview  vath  them. 
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